A National Sports Milestone in Amravati: Grand Organization of the All India Inter-University Softball Championship

Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati takes up the Shivadhanush of a mega organization

Amravati:
Under the joint auspices of Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, Amravati and Shri Shivaji Education Society, Amravati, the All India Inter-University Softball Championship (Men & Women) 2025–26 is being organized by Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati, and this championship is set to become a historic and milestone national sports event for Amravati University and the city of Amravati. This national-level championship will commence with a planned grand ceremony from 1st February to 10th February 2026 at Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati.

This grand championship has received an unprecedented response from universities across the country. 107 men’s teams and 98 women’s teams from renowned universities nationwide are participating in this championship. Hosting a softball championship with participation on such a large scale is happening in Amravati for the first time, which is a distinctive feature of this event. As both the men’s and women’s championship tournaments are being held under a single host institution, more than 3500 players will be arriving in the city of Amravati. Teams that have secured championship titles in university-level competitions from all corners of the country are participating in this national championship.

On this occasion, renowned players, university team mentors, match umpires, and officials in various roles are visiting Amravati for the first time for this championship, thereby providing a golden opportunity for young players who nurture dreams of building a bright career in the sport of softball.

Grand Opening Ceremony and Championship Baton Procession

The commencement of this national championship will take place through the Grand Opening Ceremony and Championship Baton Procession, considered grand, festive, and culturally enriching. On 1st February 2026 at 2:00 PM, all champion teams from across the country will assemble at Shri Shivaji College of Physical Education, Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh Square, Panchavati, Amravati. From there, the Championship Baton Procession will begin, paying homage at the memorial of Krushiratna Shikshan Maharshi Dr. Panjabrao alias Bhausaheb Deshmukh, the first Agriculture Minister of independent India and a key contributor to the drafting of the Constitution, before reaching the venue of the grand inaugural ceremony at the sports ground of Shri Shivaji Science College.

All teams will participate in this ceremony in their official uniforms and with their university flags, and the event will stand as a symbol of national unity, sports culture, and youthful energy. In this unique Championship Baton Ceremony, one captain from each state will be selected through a draw of lots to carry the baton. The selected captains will pass the baton forward, symbolically representing national sporting unity. The procession will conclude at the sports ground with a Baton Lighting Ceremony.

The inauguration of the men’s category of the All India Inter-University Softball Championship will take place on 1st February 2026 at 4:00 PM at the well-equipped sports ground of Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati. Similarly, the Grand Opening Ceremony and Championship Baton Procession for the women’s championship will be held on 6th February 2026 at 4:00 PM.

Management and Significance of the Championship

The entire championship will be organized in accordance with international softball rules, as well as the guidelines of the Softball Association of India and the Association of Indian Universities (AIU). Matches in both the men’s and women’s categories will be played daily from 7:30 AM to 6:00 PM.

This championship is not merely a sports competition, but a national sports festival that will strengthen the national sports identity of the city of Amravati, promote collegiate and university-level sports development, spread sports culture, and encourage the academic and sporting development of youth. Along with the main sports ground of Shri Shivaji Science College, matches will also be conducted across four additional grounds, namely Matoshri Vimalabai Deshmukh College, Shri Shivaji College of Physical Education, Shri Shivaji College of Horticulture, and Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh Medical College, making a total of five venues for the championship.

Presence of Dignitaries

The commencement of the All India Inter-University Softball Championship will take place with a grand and majestic inaugural ceremony. The inaugural ceremony for the men’s category will be held on 1st February 2026 at 4:00 PM, while the inaugural ceremony for the women’s category will be held on 6th February 2026 at 4:00 PM at the sports ground of Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati.

The inaugural ceremonies of both championships will be presided over by Hon. Dr. Milind Barhate, Vice-Chancellor, Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, Amravati. The inauguration will be performed by Hon. Shri Harshvardhan Deshmukh, President, Shri Shivaji Education Society, Amravati, and the Chief Guest will be Hon. Dr. Mahendra Dhore, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, Amravati. The responsibility of Executive Chairmanship for the entire championship organization is being efficiently shouldered by Hon. Shri Dilipbabu Ingole, Treasurer, Shri Shivaji Education Society, Amravati, who has been making continuous efforts for the past month to ensure that this organization becomes unique among such championships nationwide.

For the men’s inaugural ceremony, Hon. Shri Rakesh Ola, Commissioner of Police, Amravati will be present as Special Guest. For the valedictory and prize distribution ceremony, Hon. Shri Pradip Talvelkar, Secretary, Maharashtra Softball Association, and Hon. Shri Ganesh Shinde, Deputy Commissioner of Police will be present. On this occasion, all honorable members of the Executive Council of Shri Shivaji Education Society and the Management Council of the University will grace the event.

For the organization of this national championship, Dr. Avinash Asanare, Registrar of Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, Amravati; Dr. G. V. Korpe, Principal of Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati; Dr. Tanuja Raut, In-charge Director of the Board of Sports and Physical Education, Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, and Organizing Secretary; and Dr. Rupali Ingole, Coordinator of the All India Inter-University Softball Championship 2025–26, have played a significant role.
At the press conference, the Treasurer of Shri Shivaji Education Society, Mr. Dilibabu Ingole; Principal Dr. G. V. Korpe; Prof. Dr. Tanuja Raut; Principal Dr. Subhash Gawande; Public Relations Officer of the University, Dr. Vilas Nandurkar; Principal Dr. Varshatai Deshmukh; Principal Dr. Vinay Raut; and Principal Mr. Chandrashekhar Deshmukh, along with Dr. Sangeeta Ingole and Dr. Rupali Ingole, and other dignitaries were present.

